SOME LETTERS OF
message. That you should have taken the trouble to write me at such length and with your own hand gives double worth to the news of my nomination for membership in the Institute. As for this latter let me say at once that I am grateful to you for proposing my name, and if elected shall accept the honor gladly. Your generous words concerning my "Fire-Bringer" have given me great joy. The poem got little praise, and that little mostly misdirected, so that I had come to think of it, as — so far as my hoped-for audience was concerned — a failure. But if you like it, it is no failure, and I can go on with a good heart. It is a vast pity you did not carry out your intention of treating the theme yourself. It takes some generosity to feel so, since your poem would have rendered mine superfluous, if not impertinence. But I am at bottom more jealous for Poetry, and especially for the poetry which shall be named and recognized as in a large sense American, than I am for my own poems, though jealous enough for them, Heaven knows, according to the flesh! Your beautiful Alectrydn, taken in connection with what you tell me of your thwarted intention, shows how parlously near I came to having my theme "assumed" into a heaven of invention
150e chief literary event was the publication of his second poetic drama/ "The Fire-Bringer," in March, 1904.
